MARKET REPORT

FAST CHALLENGES
TRAI'S TRADITIONAL

ROLE

Television distribution is moving steadily from satellite,
cable and DTH towards connected TV and internet-
based services. That shift could alter the regulatory

relevance of the carriage-focused framework

traditionally associated with TRAL.

India’s television ecosystem is entering a structural
transition as Free Ad-Supported Streaming Television (FAST),
connected TV (CTV) and application-based linear channels
expand across internet-connected devices.

TRAI’sbroadcasting interventions have historically focused
on distribution issues such as interconnection, tariffs, quality of
service and broadcaster-
distributor relationships.
These regulations were
designed around identifiable
distribution platforms,
including cable and DTH
networks.

CTV introduces a
different model. A channel
accessed through an
application on a smart TV
over broadband does not
necessarily involve a
conventional distributor
between the broadcaster
and viewer. A subscription
channel could similarly
reach consumers directly through an application, potentially
reducing theimportance of traditional carriage arrangements.

TRAI has aready acknowledged this emerging category.
Its April 2026 consultation paper on Application-based Linear
Television Distribution (ALTD) services covers applications
distributing linear channels through smart TV's, mobile devices
and web platforms, including FAST services.

India could consequently develop two parallel television
ecosystems: the established satellite, cableand DTH environment,
and a growing | P-based ecosystem comprising FAST services,
broadcaster applications, CTV platforms and subscription-based
linear channels.

Astelevision distribution moves online, content regulation,
consumer protection, advertising, age safeguards and platform
accountability could become increasingly important alongside
traditional carriageregulation.

The long-term question is therefore not simply whether
FAST should be regulated, but whether a regulatory framework
designed around television carriage can remain central when
televisionisincreasingly accessed through the internet.m
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